the severe illness of Mrs. Gardette,) who has for several years honored this institution with his presence, and cheered the hopes of the graduates by his kind and hearty approval of their efforts and creditable attainments in their professional studies. With the expression of his regret at not being able to be present, he desired me to express also his best wishes for all who are in any way connected with the institution.
Under these unexpected circumstances, it was not without hesitation, that I consented to speak to you, remembering how ably and with what benefit to the graduates, and to the profession, and with what thrilling interest and pleasure the audience listened to the discharge of that duty last year, in the address of that bright ornament of science and of the dental profession, Dr. Hullihen, of Wheeling.
I knew how much the faculty, the graduates and the profession had a right to expect, and would have received, from the able pen of Dr. Harwood, who, independently of his high attainments in all that appertains to medical and surgical science, has been one of the most highly distinguished men in practical dentistry known to our country?when I say that, it will be understood that he is not surpassed, if equalled, in any other country.
The deductions from such knowledge, and from such experi- That natural abilities, unaided by the advantages which you have had, with close observation and long experience in a series of years, has produced some of the ablest men, both in the medical and dental profession, I will not deny, and they have also furnished science with some of its brightest ornaments.
But I do not believe in the efficiency of those "natural dentists," "natural bone setters" and "natural doctors," in the beginning of their unnatural operations. That knowledge which will generally lead to success, must be grounded in an intimate acquaintance with the anatomical, physiological and mechanical structure of the organs upon which we are to operate.
The rapid advance which has been made in medical and surgical science has depended upon this knowledge, and great have been its achievements and glorious its triumphs. It is that knowledge which enables the skilful surgeon to restore the distorted limb to its fair proportions ; to banish, with a touch from his practiced hand, obliquity of sight, and place the organ of light, of beauty and of vision in its right position. And it was that knowledge which enabled our distinguished cotemporary, Dr. Hullihen, to reduce a face marred by hideous deformity, to comparative beauty, symmetry and comeliness. And it is that knowledge that will enable you, even in the beginning of your practice, to avoid the injuries inflicted by ignorance and presumption, and confer the benefits which the combined knowledge and experience of your predecessors have found most successful, and which has gained for them the gratitude 
